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Green Kids exists on and benefits from Treaty 1 land,

the home of Brokenhead Ojibway Nation, Long Plains

First Nation, Peguis First Nation, Roseau River Anishinaabe
First Nation, Sagkeeng First Nation, Sandy Bay Ojibway First
Nation, Swan Lake First Nation and the birthplace of the Red
River Métis.

We acknowledge that our drinking water in the City of Winnipeg is
sourced from Shoal Lake 40 First Nation, a community who from
1997 to 2021 lived under a boil water advisory, while
Winnipeggers used this resource from their land with little thanks
and no reciprocity.

Green Kids is working to educate and inspire future generations
of environmentalists, while taking our cues from Indigenous water

and land protectors, the original environmentalists on this land.

As we learn and grow, this Land Acknowledgement will too.



Our Mandate

Our mandate is to create artistic, engaging and memorable theatrical experiences that
promote environmental stewardship and empower people of all ages to participate in climate
protection. Grounded in sustainable practices, we are committed to diversity, equity, inclusion
and accessibility in all the work we do.

Our Mission
Our artistic mission is to inspire positive change through performance, helping audiences
imagine, empathize, and connect with the urgent environmental issues facing our planet.

Our Method
Through love of theatre - story, play, and emotional engagement - we elicit connection and real
action.

Since 1991, Green Kids has produced professional theatre for families and young audiences,
featuring a host of Winnipeg’s brightest performing artists and craftspeople.

THEATRE THAT INSPIRES

Workshops that Educate



A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

Wild Roots has certainly lived up to its new name this past year!

A new program, “Adventures from the Vending Machine”, was developed and toured this
fall and is once again hitting the road. Thanks to our collaboration with Recycle
Everywhere, this program will be offered for free to another 50 Manitoba Schools! We
also participated in Bike Everywhere Month and Bike Week Celebrations to add some
extra fun for those taking eco-conscious transportation.

We were inspired by the name Wild Roots Theatre, which best connected us to all of our
audiences; kids in schools, staff and parents who use theatre as a tool to teach, as well as
adults and teens who are curious about environmental advocacy and climate justice.

We are grateful to have Daina’s passion and expertise leading us into this new era and we
can’t wait to see where Wild Roots will “grow” next.

- Members of the Board of Directors, Wild Roots Theatre (formerly Green Kids)

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARTISTIC PRODUCER

We knew 2025 was going to be a big year full of reflection, planning, big projects and big
changes.

At 35 years young, this organization was set to dig deep, consider our history and our
direction and re-define ourselves through a new name and perspective on the work we
do. We couldn’t be happier with the results.

This new name will help us accomplish the same goals we have always held: to create
eco-conscious theatre and workshops that inspire people of all ages to get excited about
climate activism. We continue to do this through work with the public and within the
school system.

In recent years we’ve deepened our connections with financial partners, community
members and local like-minded organizations. These relationships have helped energize
and inform us through our rebranding and future planning. We are forever grateful for
the support we receive.

- Daina Leitold, Artistic Producer, Wild Roots Theatre



In 2025, we produced We worked with

10 Projects 30+ Manitoba
Performers

amounting to Arts Educators
Writers

364 Events Directors
Designers

for Craftspeople
I Translators

8,669 Participants Office Staff
Community Members

Consultants
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PUBLIC EVENTS

with Bike Week, Green Action Centre, Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society
Year-Round

Our main public event, Bike and Circuses, has earned us a reputation as an organization
that loves to create events full of fun and spectacle with a healthy dose of education and
inspiration around the themes of sustainability and active transportation. Community
Orgs and Corporations sometimes commission us to create lively experiences - part
performance, part theatrical interaction - for their events.

7 Public Events with 600 Participants
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ADVENTURES FROM THE VENDING MACHINE

A Co-Production with Recycle Everywhere
October and November

This half day program toured to 50 Manitoba Schools from Thompson to Winnipeg.

A play, followed by classroom workshops, gets participants thinking creatively about
recycling and the circular economy.

Offered free through a partnership with Recycle Everywhere.

50 Performances and 200 Workshops for 5,400 Students and Educators
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Designer - Brenda McLean
Design Assistant - Aileen Audette
Cast — “Can” - Aileen Audette Set and Props Builder - Rachel Baziuk
Cast — “Bottle” - Maggie Koreen Graphic Designer - Ash Marie Singh

Dramaturg - Heidi Malazdrewich
Director - Heather Russell-Smith

Cast — Understudy - Mario Lagassé Producer - Daina Leitold

Assistant Director and Stage Manager - Eric Rae

Tour Booking and Admin - Ava Darrach-Gagnon 5
Consultants - Seraph-Eden Boroditsky , Hannah Foulger, Jessica McGlynn



WORKSHOPS AND RESIDENCIES

Supported by the Winnipeg Foundation, Recycle Everywhere, Donations from
Individuals, and the Organizations, Schools, Daycares who hire us

Year Round

We helped schools celebrate Waste Reduction Month, Earth Day and more by bringing
interactive Workshops and Residencies to Winnipeg schools, STEM days and conferences.
Thanks to a grant from the Winnipeg Foundation we delivered 62 free workshops to
Winnipeg schools. Donations from Recycle Everywhere and some generous individuals
helped us offer an additional 18 free workshops.

We also taught some great groups of families at our many public workshops, allowing kids
of all ages to engage with environment and nature through drama.

101 Classroom Workshops with 2,525 Students and Educators
3 Residencies with 80 Participants
3 Public Workshops with 64 Participants




FRENCH PROGRAMMING

We focused on growing our French
programming in 2025, hiring and
training French-speaking facilitators
and translating our workshop lesson
plans and marketing assets.

We facilitated a 1-week summer
residency at a francophone daycare
as well as classroom workshops and
workshops for families.

CONSULTING

In 2024, the University of Winnipeg
Department of Theatre and Film
approached us to help them green their
practices. And so we created The Green
Kids Guide to Sustainable Practices in
Theatre: a culmination of all the
considerations and best practices that
help us to keep our productions as low-
impact as possible.

We continue to work with staff and
students at various educational
institutions to share our knowledge and
support them in their efforts to make their
productions green, from the rehearsal
room to the design departments through
performance.

~ Les ateliers commencent avec une réprésentation
e I e rs courte et transforment en expérience d'apprentissage
corporelle interactive. Explorez les sciences,
I'environnement, et les habitudes humaines avec

ledde |

2 animatrices/teurs
Présenté par [ 75Minutes
Green Kids. | GreeNkiddine Jusqu'd 50 étudiant.e.s (2 classes)
= 265$
Théatre pour la planéte  reservezmaintenant! bookings@greenkids.com

Flux et Reflux

Incarnez le cycle d'eau et endurez les effets des humains
sur les réserves d'eau mondiale.

Sciences dans votre cour

Découvrez les processus qui se passent sous vos pieds: la
vie a la fois petite et grande, animale et végétale.

Bien chez soi

Une quéte pour réduire les objets & usage unique et
protéger la biodiversité.

“" “’chez
e "OQ

wwwgreenkids.com  431-482-1897 (©) f

SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES
IN THEATRE
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REBRANDING

Supported by Manitoba Arts Council and the Winnipeg Foundation
April, 2025 — April 2026

We have some pretty exciting news to share... After 35 years as Green Kids Inc, we are
turning a new leaf and are now Wild Roots Theatre.

Why the change? Well, we’ve grown up quite a bit - we’re no longer just for kids.

In the early 90s, we created and toured plays for elementary schools. ‘Green Kids’
referred to our audience of 5-12 year-olds. However, over the years we've expanded our
programming to include teens and families and now produce workshops and plays for all

ages. We've outgrown our kid status and are thrilled to begin a new era of environmental
theatre-making.

We are proud to call ourselves Wild Roots Theatre. The name speaks to our origins and
our sincere love for the planet. It underlines the unique way we create sustainable
theatre and workshops — celebrating nature, exploring environmental issues and
addressing the causes of climate change. As Wild Roots, we look forward to continuing
building our community and to supporting folks of all ages on their climate journeys.

WilD ROOTS
THEATRE




GREEN KIDS
INC.

2025 Company

Daina Leitold, Executive Director

Brenda MclLean, Administration & Website
Jo Burdon, Administration

Ava Darrach-Gagnon, Administration
Emily King, Administration

Bronwyn Smyth, Administration

Ash Singh, Graphic Design

Barb Rempel, Accounting

Chris Storozuk, Technical Assistance

2025 Board

Delaine Russo, Chair

Karen Lind, Vice Chair

Jessica McGlynn, Secretary

Eric Rae, Treasurer

Michael Hancharyk, Member at Large
Shelley Killeen, Member at Large

Alissa Watson, Member at Large
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THANK YOU

PROJECT FUNDERS

$50,000+
$20,000-$29,000
$5,000-$9,999

$1,000-$4,999

DONORS

$10,000+
$1,000-$4,999

$100-$249

Up to $99

Recycle Everywhere

Winnipeg Foundation

Manitoba — Sports Culture and Heritage Fund

Bike Week

Green Action Centre
Manitoba Arts Council
Winnipeg Arts Council

Prairie Dawn Foundation
Raw Office

Mel Marginet
Heather Russell-Smith

Sarah Constible
Delaine Russo
United Way
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www.wildrootstheatre.com
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